
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO

Office of the Tribunal
215 N. Westnedge Street, Kalamazoo MI 49007-3760; 269-349-8714 Ext. 1117

Procedure for Radical Sanation 

A Radical Sanation of Marriage is used when it is doubtful that one of the parties will not express new 
consent but only reaffirm previously exchanged consent (because they believe they are already 
married).  The diocesan Bishop or his delegate is the proper authority to grant a Radical Sanation. In 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo, the Judicial Vicar has been delegated the authority to grant a Radical 
Sanation.  

Required Paperwork Checklist: 

The Petition 

Special Prenuptial Questionnaire 

FOUR Witness Affidavits – two for the husband and two for the wife (unless the priest 
signs the “Certification” on the back of the Petition) 

A copy of the civil marriage record or marriage license if record of marriage is included 

A copy of the baptism certificate for the Catholic party issued in the past six months.   
It is not uncommon for an outdated certificate to be sent in with an explanation that the 
party was baptized in a foreign country.  That a party was baptized in a foreign country 
does NOT waive this requirement.  You will need to know the name of the Diocese the 
church is located in.  You can send a letter to the Apostolic Nunciature for assistance.  
The Nunciature will send a response to your request to verify receipt of your letter. 

If either party was previously married, even if just civilly, a copy of the Declaration of 
Nullity or a copy of a death certificate for each prior marriage is required. 

A certificate of baptism for a baptized non-Catholic if it can be obtained. 

Complete documents with the couple and mail all required documents to: 

Diocesan Tribunal, 215 N Westnedge Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007-3760. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 



Office of the Tribunal
215 N. Westnedge Street, Kalamazoo MI 49007-3760; 269-349-8714 Ext. 1117

RADICAL SANATION AFFIDAVIT QUESTIONNAIRE

 

Testimony of a Knowledgeable Affiant on behalf of 

_________________________________________________________________, 
whose (civil) marriage is under consideration for the radical Sanation by the Diocesan Bishop. 

Please Note:  Several of the following questions refer to his/her freedom to marry at the time of the (civil 
celebration of marriage outside the Catholic Church. 

1. Your Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

2. Your Address:  _____________________________________________________________________
(Street)  (City)          (State) (Zip) 

3. How long have you known the person whose name appears above?  ___________________________

4. Has this person ever been baptized?  ________  If so, in what religion?  ________________________

Approximately when?  _____________________  Where?  ___________________________________

5. With the exception of the CURRENT (civil) marriage of this person, has s/he ever contracted or attempted
another marriage with any other person?          NO             YES* 

    (* Please use additional paper to provide details if more than one marriage is involved) 

6. For any marriage referred to in n.5, was there ever a validation of the marriage before a Roman Catholic
clergyman or by other ecclesiastical authority?           NO           YES

7. Are you aware of any other obstacle or impediment which may have prevented a valid (genuine) marriage
from taking place at the time of the (civil) celebration of his/her current union, which it to be validated (i.e. apart
from the lack of form)?            NO          YES

8. At the time of the (civil) celebration of his/her current union, did this person intend:  a)  to enter a marriage that

is for life?         NO         YES        b)  to accept the obligation of fidelity?            NO          YES     c)  to give 

his/her partner the right to normal sexual relation at all reasonable times?   NO  YES 

9. Was there any external force/pressure exerted on either party to enter the current (civil) union to be validated?
        NO  YES 

10. Has this person thus far been mentally and physically able to live a normal married life?
        NO  YES 

11. At the present time would your answers to qq 7, 8, and 9 be the same?  NO  YES 

_______________________________________    __________________________________________ 
Signature of Affiant (under oath)                             Signature of Clergyman/Pastoral Minister 

_______________________________________    __________________________________________ 
Date            Date 

Each affiant is to be interviewed separately by the parish minister, who will record the responses and witness the 
affiant’s signature.  TWO affidavit questionnaires for either party are to be completed. 



CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO

Office of the Tribunal
215 N. Westnedge Street, Kalamazoo MI 49007-3760; 269-349-8714 Ext. 1117 

Petition for Radical Sanation 
(Canons 1161 – 1165) 

Please note:  A copy of this completed petition is to be placed in the prenuptial file prior to 
mailing.  The original will be retained in the files of the Curia. 

I hereby petition for a radical Sanation of the (civilly) attempted/invalid marriage between 

________________________________________ and ________________________________________ 
at __________________________________________________________on _____________________ 
      (place)                                                                                                     (date) 
Signature of Petitioner:  _________________________________________________________________ 

A. Conditions for a Grant of Radical Sanation:  (please check each box once verified)  From my interview
with the interested party/ies, I attest to the following:

1. The naturally sufficient consent expressed at the time of the (civilly) attempted/invalid marriage
by each party still perdures.

2. The convalidation of the currently stable union is properly motivated without any positive
indication of a probable danger of divorce in the foreseeable future.

3. Both parties are habitually capable of eliciting new (renewed) marital consent at the present
time (i.e., neither is insane, physically impotent, etc).

4. It is reasonably probable that under the present circumstances at least one of the parties,
though capable, will not elicit/express new (renewed) marital consent, as required
for a simple convalidation.

5. The grant of a radical Sanation will rebound in the spiritual welfare of at least one of the parties
of the union to be convalidated.

B. Request for Dispensation from Applicable Imediments:
I likewise request a dispensation from the following impediment(s), applicable to this case, based canonically
on the spiritual welfare of at least one party:

Disparity of Worship: a marriage between a Roman Catholic and a doubtfully baptized person or a marriage 
without documentary proof of Christian baptism. 

ad cautelam (check if applicable) 

If a baptized non-Catholic cannot readily provide documentary proof of baptism, a dispensation 
from disparity of worship ad cautelam must be requested. 

Mixed Religion: a marriage between a Roman Catholic and a baptized person with documentary proof 
of Christian baptism. 

C. Mixed Marriages:  Complete the data request on the reverse side of this petition.

 Attestation By Parish Minister 
I hereby attest to the advisability of this petition and declare that the conditions above (A, 1 – 5) are fulfilled according 
to the norms of law.  Enclosed with this petition are all the required documents for the grant of a radical Sanation. 

 ____________________________________________________  ___________________ 
Signature of Clergyman/Pastoral Minister   Date 



Mixed Marriages:  Please complete the following whenever the norms for a mixed marriage are to be observed. 

A. Declaration and Promise of the Catholic Party:

(To be made in the presence of a clergyman/pastoral minister)

“I reaffirm my faith in Jesus Christ and, with God’s help, intend to continue living that faith in the 
Catholic Church.  At the same time, I acknowledge the respect I owe to the conscience of my partner in 

marriage.  I promise to do all that I can to share the faith I received with our children by having them 
baptized and reared as Catholics.”

____________________________________________________                           G  Given orally only 
Signature of the Catholic party

B. Certification by Clergyman/Pastoral Minister:

“I, the undersigned, do hereby attest that I have given the required instructions, that the required 

promise and declaration have been sincerely made by the Catholic party in my presence, and that the 

non-Catholic party has been informed of this requirement so that he/she is aware of the promise and 

obligation of the Catholic party.”

____________________________________________________                ___________________ 

Signature of Clergyman/Pastoral Minister                      Date

CERTIFICATION BY CLERGYMAN/PASTORAL MINISTER IN LIEU OF SPECIAL AFFIDAVIT QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please note:  The following certification maybe be used in lieu of the special Affidavit Questionnaires PROVIDED the 
parish minister knows either/both parties well.  However, the special Affidavit Questionnaires (2) are to be used for 

each party NOT personally known by the parish minister, especially for the non-Catholic party. 

From my personal knowledge (and investigation) I can attest to the fact that  

____________________________________________________________ is/are free to 
(name(s) of party/ies know to parish minister) 

marry according to the norms of law.  

  ____________________________________________________  __________________________ 
Signature of Clergyman/Pastoral Minister   Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name and address of parish 

OTHER REMARKS 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 



CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO

Office of the Tribunal
215 N. Westnedge Street, Kalamazoo MI 49007-3760; 269-349-8714 Ext. 1117 

Special Prenuptial Questionnaire 
For Radical Sanation 

SECTION I:  Statistical Data   The parish minister is to complete this section from information contained 
  in legal  documents and/or given by either party.  Each party is to be interviewed separately. 

  Man Woman 

Full Name  _______________________________ _______________________________ 
 (maiden name) 

Street address  __________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip/County __________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone  _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Date of Birth _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Father’s Name  _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Father’s Religion _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Mother’s Name  _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Mother’s Religion _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Are you baptized? _____________________________    _____________________________ 

If so, in what religion? _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Current religion  _____________________________    _____________________________ 

Church of Christian Baptism/ ___________________________  _____________________________ 
Catholic Profession 

Date/Place of baptism/ ___________________________  _____________________________ 
Catholic Profession  (mo/day/yr)       (city/state)  (mo/day/yr)       (city/state) 

Date of Confirmation ___________________________  ______________________________ 

Extent of Formal 
Religious Practice _____________________________    ______________________________ 

Details of Civil Marriage  _____________________________________________________________ 
(Site)  (mo/day/yr)   

_____________________________________________________________ 
(City/State/County) 

_____________________________________________________________ 
(Name of Officiant/Title) 

Official Witnesses  _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 



SECTION II:  Disposition of the Catholic Petitioner 
Yes  No  N/A 

1. Knowing that an oath is sacred and that perjury is a serious offense, do you
solemnly swear to tell the truth in answering all of the following questions? ____  ____  ____ 

2. Have you ever been divorced? ____  ____  ____ 

3. With the exception of the (civil) union in which you are presently joined,
have you ever contracted or attempted another marriage with any other person? ____  ____  ____ 

4. For any marriage referred to in question 3, was there ever a marriage
celebration before a Roman Catholic clergyman or a validation by an
Ecclesiastical authority? ____  ____  ____ 

5. Are you aware of any impediment (obstacle) which may have prevented a
valid (genuine) marriage from taking place at the time of the (civil) celebration
of your current union which is to be validated? ____  ____  ____ 

6. At the time of the (civil) celebration of your current union, did you intend
without condition or reservation:
a) To enter a marriage that is for life? ____  ____  ____ 
b) To give your partner the right to normal (procreative) sexual

relations at all reasonable times? ____  ____  ____ 
c) To accept the obligation of fidelity? ____  ____  ____ 
d) To give consent to marriage freely and without force of any kind? ____  ____  ____ 

7. Would your current partner reply in the same way to the questions in 6? ____  ____  ____ 
8. Have you and your current partner, to the present time, been mentally

and physically able to live a normal married life? ____  ____  ____ 
9. Are you related to your current partner by blood, legal adoption, or as

an in-law? ____  ____  ____ 
10. Is there any probable danger of divorce or separation in the

foreseeable future? ____      ____  ____ 
11. Were any children already born of this union? ____      ____  ____ 

a) If Yes, how many?   __________   Their current ages?  ____________________________________
b) If No, what was the reason?  _________________________________________________________

12. (if applicable)  Were all the children of this union baptized? ____      ____  ____ 
a) If Yes, in what religion?  _____________________________________________________________
b) If any have not been baptized or reared as Roman Catholics, please explain:

_________________________________________________________________________________
13. (if applicable)  What is the probability of regaining them for the Church?

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
14. At the present time, would your answers to questions 5, 6, and 7 be the same (please repeat the

questions with any necessary modification before noting the response).
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Petitioner:     ____________________________________________ 

Date:  ____________________________________________ 



SECTION III:  Disposition of the Other Party 
Please note: 
  The other party (whether Catholic or not) should also be interviewed separately by the parish minister unless there has been an outright 

   refusal. 
   This party must be informed of the nature of a Radical Sanation and the request for its grant before the application is submitted. 
   If the other party cannot or will not be interviewed, the petitioner is to answer the following specified questions (with modification of the 
   2nd person to the 3

rd
 person):  qq 2, 3, 4, 6 and 11 (modified) 

Yes  No  N/A 

1. Knowing that an oath is sacred and that perjury is a serious offense, do you
solemnly swear to tell the truth in answering all of the following questions?  ____      *____  ____ 

2. Have you ever been divorced?  *____  ____  ____ 

3. With the exception of the (civil) union in which you are presently joined,
have you ever contracted or attempted another marriage with any other person?  *____  ____  ____ 

4. For any marriage referred to in question 3, was there ever a marriage
celebration before a Roman Catholic clergyman or a validation by an
Ecclesiastical authority?  *____  ____  ____ 

5. Are you aware of any impediment (obstacle) which may have prevented a
valid (genuine) marriage from taking place at the time of the (civil) celebration
of your current union which is to be validated?  *____      ____  ____ 

6. At the time of the (civil) celebration of your current union, did you intend
without condition or reservation:
e) To enter a marriage that is for life?  ____  *____  ____ 
f) To give your partner the right to normal (procreative) sexual

relations at all reasonable times?  ____  *____  ____ 
g) To accept the obligation of fidelity?  ____  *____  ____ 
h) To give consent to marriage freely and without force of any kind?  ____  *____  ____ 

7. Would your current partner reply in the same way to the questions in 6?  ____  *____  ____ 
8. Have you and your current partner, to the present time, been mentally

and physically able to live a normal married life?  ____  * ____  ____ 
9. Are you related to your current partner by blood, legal adoption, or as

an in-law?  *____  ____  ____ 
10. Is there any probable danger of divorce or separation in the

foreseeable future?  *____      ____  ____ 
11. At the present time, would your answers to question 5, 6, and 7 be the

same (please repeat the questions with any necessary modification before noting the response) ____   * ____  ____ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Respondent:     ____________________________________________ 

Date:  ____________________________________________ 

For any response marked with an asterisk (*), please give an explanation on another sheet of paper with a 
reference to the number of the pertinent question unless noted in Section IV. 



SECTION IV:  PREVIOUS MARRIAGE(S) 

A. The Catholic Petitioner:    ________________________________________________

With whom?
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

Date of marriage ceremony: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

Place of marriage ceremony: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

How did the bond of this marriage cease? 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

If a former spouse is dead, give date of death and submit a death certificate* 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

If a former marriage was declared null or dissolved by the Church, an official document from the Church must be 
presented and its protocol number noted here*: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

B. The Other Party:    ________________________________________________

With whom?
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

Date of marriage ceremony: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

Place of marriage ceremony: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

How did the bond of this marriage cease? 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

If a former spouse is dead, give date of death and submit a death certificate* 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

If a former marriage was declared null or dissolved by the Church, an official document from the Church must be 
presented and its protocol number noted here*: 
1. _______________________________________ 2. _______________________________________

*Please note:  If the union to be Sanated is predicated upon the cessation of the impediment of Ligamen (i.e., a prior valid
bond) due to death or a dissolution, the grant of a radical Sanation is reserved to the Apostolic See (c. 1165-§). 

Required Paperwork: 

 The Petition

 Special Prenuptial Questionnaire

 FOUR Witness Affidavits – two for the husband and two for the wife (unless the priest signs the “Certification” on the
back of the Petition)

 A copy of the civil marriage record or marriage license if record of marriage is included

 A copy of the baptism certificate for the Catholic party issued in the past six months.

 If either party was previously married, even if just civilly, a copy of the Declaration of Nullity or a copy of a death
certificate for each prior marriage is required.

 A certificate of baptism for a baptized non-Catholic if it can be obtained.


	Radical Sanation - Procedure 2019
	Radical Sanation - Affidavit 2019
	Radical Sanation - Petition 2019
	Radical Sanation - Questionnaire 2019

